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Living Habitat House 	
	

The county is acting on one of the recommendations from the 
Sustainable Affordable Residential Development (SARD) studies.  
To allow for flexibility within its building codes, Clark County 
recently adopted the Sustainable Communities Pilot Program 
Ordinance (CCC  40.200.090).  More than a greener way to 
build, the project:

•	 demonstrates affordable, resource-efficient housing, with 
lower operating costs

•	 puts vacant county-owned land to a higher use, including tax 
income

•	 leads by example by being the first project permitted under 
the county’s new code and processes

What is the Living Habitat House? 

What are the benefits of this project?

Ecology Grant
Solid Waste 

Fund
Habitat for
Humanity

TOTAL

Architect Design $14,132 $14,132
Professional Engineer $1,350 $1,350
Boundary Line Adj.*** $1,193 $1,193
County Fees $12,500 $12,500
Construction $60,000* $60,000
TOTAL (committed) $15,482 $13,693 $60,000 $89,175

Innovative Features 
(see back)

$40,000** $40,000

TOTAL (needed) $129,175**
*Includes value of donations

**Additional grant dollars, donations, sponsors, or potential county revenue will be needed to complete the project as designed

***The County is donating land (value of lot to be determined)

11217 NE Hazel Dell Ave.
Vancouver, WA 98685

The Living Habitat House is a partnership between Department of Environmental Services and Evergreen 
Habitat for Humanity (EHFH) to build the first project permitted under the Clark County Sustainable 
Communities Pilot Program.  The house will test alternative green materials and building methods.  



For more information on this Dept. of Environmental Services project, contact Peter 
DuBois, Sustainability Coordinator, (360) 397-2121 ext. 4961, pete.dubois@clark.wa.gov.

How is it sustainable?
EHFH will apply for building permits for home design and construction under the county’s new Sustainable 
Communities Pilot Program.  The code requires projects to achieve a minimum of 12 out of the 20 imperatives 
required by the Living Building Challenge, including:

What are other possible innovative features?
Other sustainable features could include low impact development 
(LID) rain gardens, native plants, pervious pavement, composting 
toilets,  an innovative greywater system, structurally insulated panels 
(SIPs), solar panels, solar water heater, and rain harvesting cisterns 
for potable drinking water.

Partners in the Project
Evergreen Habitat for Humanity

Vancouver School District
WA Department of Ecology

Felida Neighborhood Association
Hazel Dell Neighborhood Association

Greenstone Architecture 
Cascadia Green Building
Evergreen Septic Design

Clark County Dept. of Environmental Services
Clark County Weatherization Program

Planet Clark

•	 manage 100 percent of storm water and 
building water discharge on site

•	 provide educational materials about the 
performance and operation of the project  
to inspire others to rethink conventional 
development practices

Who will live in the house?
A qualified Habitat family: Habitat sells 
its houses at no profit, offering affordable, 
no interest loans.  The owner will meet the 
following criteria:
•	 income is between 30-50% of the median 

income for Clark County

•	 will put in 300 hours of sweat equity 

•	 maintain relationship per County/EHFH 
lease agreement

What progress has been made?
•	 design is complete

•	 a 7,500 square foot lot has been identified

•	 EHFH is prepared to enter into a long-term 
land use agreement

•	 use 75 percent less water and energy compared to an average 
house of the same size


