Clark County
Solid Waste Advisory Commission

Regular Meeting

Thursday May 6, 2010

Clark County Auto License Office

1408 Franklin Street

Vancouver, WA

SWAC Members Present: Eldon Wogen, Mike Carnahan, Lisa Schmidt, Jeanne Stewart, Dan Kaler, Richard Baker

SWAC Members Absent: Don Ebbeson, Rebecca Wale, Jack McClary

Staff Present: Mike Davis, Gary Bickett, Bryan DeDoncker, Tanya Gray, Rich McConaghy, Susan Newman

Others: Scott Campbell, Mike Drumright

I. Roll Call, Approval of Minutes – April 1, 2010
Motion made and seconded to approve the minutes of April 1, 2010. Motion carried with one abstention from Lisa Schmidt. 

II. Updates

County Public Health – Gary Bickett
· Biosolids Land application proposal Public Hearing held on Friday April 23rd at 6:00 pm in the Ridgefield Community Room. The proposal would allow the Walker Farm to use the biosolids from the Battle Ground Lagoon cleanout on their property. Ten people were in attendance for public comment. Kyle Dorsey – Department of Ecology – will be reviewing the application. If it is permitted, they will be able to accept biosolids from anywhere and not just from Battle Ground Lagoon.
· West Van Food Compost Pilot Project: Public Health has received some information but is waiting on more data before reviewing the proposal. 

· Burlington Environmental – Paint Recovery Project Proposal: Melissa Sutton and Gary are reviewing the proposal and will share their findings with the Department of Ecology. Burlington anticipates accepting Metro Paint July 1 of this year. 
· First quarter – Solid Waste and Site Hazard Assessment Reports were sent to SWAC electronically and are attachments to these minutes.
· Leichner Landfill: Gary, Mike Davis and Anita Largent have gone through the seven proposals for maintenance and monitoring engineering firm for the landfill. Their findings and review notes will now go to the Oversight Committee (Brian Carlson, Pete Capell and Mark Leichner) for their final selection. 
· Fletcher Property: This is a 5 acre parcel that abuts the Leichner Landfill. Just before the April meeting, Gary had learned that Geo Design (also used at the Ruefener site) was doing testing at the site for future sale and development of the property. PCB’s were found on site and the test results were above state cleanup standards. The site is in the process of being listed as a cleanup site. At one point in time, Boise Cascade clarifier solids were brought out to this site. After lengthy research, Bryan DeDoncker determined that while there could be some PCB’s in the clarifier solids or pulp, those found on the property were not the exact type associated with the pulp process. Mike Davis clarified that the type that was found was 14A which was the same as would have been found in hydraulic fluids. It’s likely that it came from used oil which had been used for dust spray. After finding PCB’s on the Fletcher Property the Leichner site was tested and no PCB’s were found on that site.
· Ruefener Landfill: Nothing new to be reported here.
SWAC requested that staff report at least every two months regarding the checklist of conditions for the Ruefener site.
City of Vancouver – Tanya Gray

· Appliance Pickups: Only 41 appliances were picked up this year. There has been a steady decline in pickups since 2002. Probably the biggest impact on this year’s program is the economy. Alternative methods of recycling appliances are through Clark Public Utilities; as well, the bigger stores that sell appliances pickup old appliances for recycling. 
· Glass Recycling at West Van: West Van glass plant has been up and running for 2 months now. The city street crews are beginning their spring alley paving projects and after using a load of glass in the base to mix with the rock, they would like to get 3 more truckloads to finish this project. The county is in the process of testing the product for engineering specs such as compaction.  With these specs, other projects, such as laying pipe and/or a road bed, could use the material.  The testing will be done by the county’s in-house lab. The city is optimistic about the cleanliness of the product and is hopeful that it can be used in fiberglass or glass to glass recycling.

· A team of Waste Connections, Clark County and the City of Vancouver will be contacting commercial recycling customers to advise them that sorting their recyclables just got easier. They are going to be able to sort the same as the residential program. The plan is to have the commercial program switched over by July with outreach, education, and reminders for recycling.

Department of Ecology – Mike Drumright
No updates for this month.

Clark County Solid Waste – Mike Davis

Packet information

· Organizational Chart: As promised, here is the information for the new Environmental Services Department. Our new title as of June 1st is Sustainability and Outreach. Two people from Stormwater will be joining us as part of the new education and outreach program.
Q: Will there need to be a rewrite of county code to clarify or change information about SWAC and how we’re structured and what our role will be? A: Mike was not aware of any but staff will report back to SWAC.
Q: Goal #7 under Resource Policy & Planning is SWMP and reporting to Ecology, is it really time for that already? A: Same acronym but it is actually the Storm Water Management Plan. Our management plan has another two years before we begin reviewing again.

Regarding the reorganization and development of a new department, Congratulations to the new director, Kevin Gray. It is clear that he has an excellent understanding of the new direction for this department and a clear understanding about the Solid Waste Program.

· May events include special collections, shredding events, workshops and “Butterflies, Butterflies, Butterflies” at the Water Resource Education Center.

· News article: Recession sends landfill waste rate down – Mike said that there has been a steady decrease in outbound tonnage over the last three years. However, we have noticed over the last two months a slight upturn.
Q: Is recycling down also? A: No recycling is up. Mike felt that this could be attributed to the change from the 3-bin system to the cart recycling. 
· Ask the Expert column: This month was highlighting Household Hazardous Waste.

· News Article: Stormwater Solutions: Curbing Toxic runoff. The local toxics control account has for many years been our main source of grant funding for solid waste.  The proposed legislation was to slightly increase a state tax that’s already applied to hazardous substances. This proposal was not adopted.
Q: Have they eliminated the regulation and existing fee or just the proposed increase? A: They have not eliminated the existing regulation and fee. 

· Cart Study: There have been some issues with contract language with the selected vendor and so there is no date set for this yet.

· Allocation study is in process at this time. We hope to bring you that report in July.

· Food Waste Program: Mike shared with SWAC a handout showing the permit status of all the facilities to the south of us. Portland has started Phase I of their food program a few months ago. Most of that material is going to McMinnville. Clark County’s priority before getting into a new residential pilot program is to insure that our schools and commercial sources are taken care of. We will have this “free” data coming in from the programs to the south to begin building our programs. We would either be taking the material to Silver Springs to the north or one of the facilities to the south.
Q: With food waste and yard debris, there is some theory that it can be burned and used to recover energy. Can you explain more? A: It’s not a common practice. It would be better to use digesters to get the energy recovery.

Q: Ecologically the less energy or money it takes to reuse is the better choice isn’t it? A: Yes and that would be composting. Mike discussed Silver Springs and the methods they are using. They’re handling a good portion of the Puget Sound material and have a very efficient system. A presentation by WCI on Silver Springs was requested.
· Proposed CTR expansion: A traffic study meeting is scheduled with Washington State Department of Transportation on May 17th.

· Leichner Landfill: As Gary stated earlier, we’ve done the first round of reviews on choosing a monitoring and maintenance engineering firm. The selection meeting is set for May 20th. It will take a minimum of a month to negotiate a contract. It will be mid-July or August before anything goes to the Board.

· Purchase and sale agreement with the Leichners is still in the discussion and study phase. Mike will have more information available possibly as early as the June meeting.  

III.
Update on Paint Recycling Programs – Jim Mansfield
At the last SWAC meeting there were questions about the paint program and Jim Mansfield presented an update. He brought a chronology of the program since its small beginning in 1986. 
In August of 1999, latex collected at the fixed facilities was taken to Metro for recycling. In 2000, Clark County was able to receive recycled paint (up to 1000 gallons) back for use by non-profits. The Metro program portion was discontinued in 2003. Metro determined that it was not cost effective for this give-away to continue. Jim did say that once the white paint was gone – it was hard giving away the remainder of the colors. 
IV. Dangerous Waste in Commercial Septic Systems – Bryan DeDoncker, Public Health

Bryan DeDoncker is an environmental health special with Clark County Public Health. His position is funded by grants. His job involves investigating alleged or reported releases of hazardous substances into the environment (air, surface water, groundwater, or soil) through site visits, sample collections, review of sample data, etc. He does phase one, phase two site assessments as well as phase three cleanup reports to assess the risk that these chemical releases have on the environment and to the public health. 
Bryan worked with Doug Weiss, City of Vancouver, and Dee Williams, Department of Ecology Southwest Regional Office, on this issue of dangerous waste in commercial septic systems.
Background to discovering this issue: In 2004 there was a complaint filed in the Environmental Report Tracking System. A former employee at Evergreen Memorial (I205 and Mill Plain area) stated that for years there has been dumping of formaldehyde and embalming fluid in a room that goes to a floor sink. It was thought that the sink drain had been disconnected from the septic and potentially could be going straight into the soil.
Dee Williams and Bryan did the inspection together and found that embalming fluids and formaldehyde had been going into the floor drain which did go into the septic tank. The funeral home was asked to do a soil analysis in the drain field area to determine if the groundwater was impacted. The soil is very rocky in that area and the groundwater very deep, which made things difficult, but no fluids, were found in the basic rock and sand that was sampled. 

Later in 2004 another site was identified. Electro Tech, which is a metal finisher and located at 4th Plain and 117th Avenue.  The site had various violations in the handling and ultimately disposal of dangerous waste that they’ve accumulated and are producing on site. There was no record of the facility being connected to city sewer. It was found in research that they had three septic tanks on site. Multiple elements of dangerous waste were found in all three tanks and required a hazardous waste hauler to pump and properly dispose of the material. A site hazardous assessment was completed and lead, chrome and arsenic were all found in the groundwater. This ultimately became a superfund site.
Attached is a copy of the power point presentation that Bryan shared with SWAC. This presentation was done in Lacey and was attended by professionals from government agencies throughout the state. One thing learned at this meeting was that this is not just a city wide problem or a state-wide problem. It is a nation-wide problem. They used GIS based targeting and primarily concentrated within the Vancouver city limits between 4th Plain and Mill Plain. 

Results to date (April 2010): 87 sites evaluated – 19 out of 19 tanks sampled contained dangerous waste out of 11 sites and 77,000 pounds of dangerous waste have been removed from these tanks. There have been two more tanks identified since then. Dangerous waste regulations are enforced by Department of Ecology. Waste must be removed by a certified hazardous waste hauler and then disposed of properly and finally hooked up to sewer (if available).

What’s next in this process? 

· Continue researching, 

· look at costs versus benefits of expanding projects
· Look for state level program funding

· What to do if there is no public sewer – pretreatment?

· Dentists and medical offices.

V. Other Business
No other business this evening

VI. Comments from the Public on Non-Agenda items
No comments received.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
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