Clark County

Solid Waste Advisory Commission

Regular Meeting

Thursday June 3, 2010

Clark County Auto License Office

1408 Franklin Street

Vancouver, WA

SWAC Members Present: Eldon Wogen, Don Ebbeson, Jack McClary, Richard Baker, Dan Kaler, Mike Carnahan, Lisa Schmidt 

SWAC Members Absent: Rebecca Wale, Jeanne Stewart
Staff Present: Anita Largent, Rich McConaghy, Gary Bickett, Mike Davis, Tanya Gray

Others: Jason Hudson, Derek Ranta

I.   Roll Call, Approval of Minutes 
Motion made and seconded to approve the minutes of May 6, 2010.  Motion carried with abstention from Don Ebbeson and Jack McClary.
II. Updates
Clark County – Environmental Services – Anita Largent

· Recycled Arts Festival:  Cards for the Recycled Arts Festival were distributed in the SWAC meeting packets.  Vancouver Voice has advertised the Recycled Arts Festival in promotion with the Pedalpaloosa biking event; valet parking is available for bikes at the Recycled Arts Festival. Vancouver Washington Regional Visitors Guide also featured the Recycled Arts Festival.  We have received good promotion from other entities. 

· May 25th Board of County Commissions adopted Green Buildings Standard for residential construction.  These are standards that have been developed by National Association of Home Builders.  These are volunteer standards.  Manor Homes has indicated they will be adopting these standards for all their construction. Pete DeBois and Leslie Johnson worked closely with Community Development on the adoption of these standards. 
· List of up coming June events are in the packets.   Several HHW collecting events; also included is the report tracking the tonnage (year to date) collected at the HHW events.  (CLARK COUNTY SOLID WASTE 2010 Mobile HHW Collection Waste Summary (in Pounds) By Site, Material Type and Disposal Options)
· News release: Allied Waste is opening a food composting facility in Corvallis.  This facility accepts all food waste.
· Columbia Bio-Gas is building a bio gas facility which will only take food waste.  The proposed facility will be located in the Portland area; they are looking at a site next to Metro Central Transfer Station.  Tentative schedule: they hope to be up and running by end of next year 2011.   
· Ft. Vancouver High School is the first High School in Clark County to be certified as Tier 1 Green School.  There are now 20 schools in Clark County that are Green schools. 
· Contamination Study -Tagging of carts.  We were not able to execute a contract with the #1 ranked proposer in our procurement selection process.  We are now entering into discussions with the next ranked proposer. We hope to have everything in place and begin the study the end of July.

· Allocation study has been completed. Mike Davis reported the process usually takes a couple months before the final data is received and processed. The Allocation Study and Contamination Study will be combined into one report.  Between both sampling and sorting, we should have good overall picture of what is in the carts. 
· Staff is working with the contractors at the old Parker House Restaurant in Camas.  There is a potential that the building will be deconstructed. 
City of Vancouver – Tanya Gray  
· City Cleanup – May Updates:  May 8th, staff worked with the Vancouver’s Downtown Association on the Fourth Annual Downtown cleanup. Staff role was to analysis the bottles and cans that were collected.  The Downtown Vancouver area is a designated alcohol impact area. Businesses have agreed to voluntarily stop carrying certain types and sizes of liquors and wines.  The analysis is to see if any bottles and cans are on the ban list.  This year the number of containers was down quite a bit and the number of brands on the list was down also.  Waste Connection helped out by providing collection containers.  
· Neighborhood Cleanup: Most cleanups were scheduled in May. A total of 37 neighborhood associations have scheduled a cleanup day; 12 were completed in May.  Out of 21 neighborhoods that held clean-ups this year, 19 qualified for “Resource Conservation Challenge”.  The “Resource Conservation Challenge” encourages neighborhoods to do 3 activities a year that help to divert waste from landfill.  This encourages them to reduce the amount of waste, yard debris and scrap metal; and recycle or reuse what they can.  Some activities have been garage sales, neighborhood litter collections, or tree plantings. After completing 3 activities neighborhood associations then qualify for $100.00.  
· Recycling Neighborhood Training: A neighborhood associate representative is chosen to go to a training session where they tour the West Van facility and learn about our local recycling program.  They in turn write an article about recycling.  When article is published the neighborhood association receives an additional $125.00.  Out of the 35 from the city who have participated, 20 have published articles.
· Washington State Recycling Association Annual Conference in Vancouver was in May.  County Environmental Services had an exhibit at the conference and won a booth award for “Most Congenial”.  

Clark County Public Health - Gary Bickett
· Three new “exempt from permit” facilities are now operating in Clark County: Golden Metal Recycling Company on Anderson Road is now recycling metal, steal, aluminum, stainless, copper wire, and brass.  City Bark and Recycling on Anderson Road has added non-ferrous metal to their already exempt list.  Vancouver Recycling on SE 1st street is recycling stone, cement block, clean fill.  There may be 2 additional exempt facilities by the end of the month.

· Burlington Environmental - Paint Recovery Project.  Staff has reviewed their proposal.  
· West Van Recycling composting pilot project.  Staff previewed the application and is requesting additional information. 
· No new information from Rufener Landfill.  
Q:  In the last meeting minutes, it states that contaminants were found on the Fletcher Property.  A:  The Fletcher Property had taken solid waste from the pulp mill for Boise.  So, we had Rufener tested for PCBs.  The testing came out clean.

· No new information on the bio-solids facility. 

· “CAN IT PROJECT”:  Gary has been involved with this project for the last 2 years.  On May 22, 2010, 18 donated cigarette receptacles were installed in downtown Vancouver (mostly on Main street around the bar areas, but also on 6th   Street and 7th Street, as far up as Kiggins).  Due to the smoking ban in public areas, cigarette litter has become a big issue. Waste Connection and IQ Credit Union paid for some of the receptacles in conjunction with the Downtown Neighborhood Association and Ester Short Neighborhood Association.
III.
 Clark County - Mike Davis: 
CTR: Traffic improvement to Central Transfer Recycling Center and possibility of expanding the facilities.  First was to study the traffic impacts of an expansion. Another issue is the mediums being installed on 117th.  Staff wanted to leave a left turn into CTR.   The Traffic Study was included in the packet.  A traffic impact study tracks trips in and out; then makes a projection based on the square foot size of the proposed facility.  Also, it looks at the impact at other intersections.  One of the biggest impacts is at 119th Street with the addition of WINCO.  Impacts at 107th and 99th Streets were also reviewed.    A review of the impacts on these intersections, right in right out or left in left out, basically all the scenarios were considered.  County Traffic Engineer’s concluded that the proposed improvements to the facility can be developed while maintaining acceptable levels of service and safety.

The study also recommends that the state keep the left turn in going north.  Otherwise folks would go up to 119th and turn around to take a right into CTR.  After traffic study and the activity at 119th, WDOT is supportive as long as there is a drop lane into the facility.  The drop lane will prevent traffic from backing-up, waiting to turn right into Central Transfer Station.  Now we can proceed with the plans and working out the financial aspect.  The Director has given authorization to move forward.

The County is looking at acquiring some right-away for storm water.  One requirement that the State has is to take all the storm water from that section put it into one area.  Any right away or land acquired for storm water and drop lane will be deeded to the state.   The county may do the construction for storm water improvements and construct a drop lane.  State is clear that it owns the storm water facility.  Financing is still being determined. The cost is in the $370.000 to $400,000 range with a budget of $375,000.  

Q:  Do you feel we need this storm water when there is another one close by?  A:  Yes.
Q: Are they still going to allow north turn out?  A: Yes, for now, but that will be closed later. If going north you can turn left in; and going south will be right in and right out. 
Additional information will be coming back to this group as available. A project timeline will be developed; the project will probably not start until next budget cycle.
Q:  Does Waste Connection’s feasibility study need to look north for another transfer station in Brush Prairie area?  A: Yes.

Q:  How does Waste Connections feel about expanding CTR or adding a fourth site as a benefit to the community?  A:  Jason Hudson, WCI, responded that the fourth site will depend on need.  WCI currently supports the expansion of the 3rd site. 
Q:  Can we move to the west?  A:  The Washougal Transfer Station is open only two days a week to the public.  As the need grows to the west, we could increase the days they are open to the public. It’s more challenging to develop a new site than to expand an existing one.
IV. 
Leichner Landfill - Mike Davis

Staff is still working on the sale of the land to the County.  Pete Capell will present the sales agreement (PSA) to the Board of County Commissioners as a consent item. The previously signed Letter of Intent describes the agreement.  We still have to go through WUTC and Washing State Department of Ecology to get all our approvals.  Once the PSA is signed, much has to be accomplished before the close of the sale.  PSA is a confirmation that we are interested in purchasing the property at the stated price of $5 million.
Maintenance and Monitoring RFP: The Oversight Committee has completed the evaluating process.  Staff is meeting with current provider to let them know the results.  There will be a transition period as we enter into negotiation for a new contract. There are 2 remaining proposers beside the existing contractor.  We will inform them also of the results. We will enter into a negotiation phase that could take several months to complete.  Current provider has been in place for 20 years; they have a lot of documents that would need to be transferred.   

V.   Updating the Department of Environmental Services – Anita Largent
Last month, SWAC received the Organization Chart for the new Department of Environmental Services.  Our work group is no longer called Solid Waste; we are now Sustainability and Outreach Division.  Our primary function is for education and outreach.  As part of the Department’s reorganization, 2 staff moved from the Clean Water Program (Cindy Stienbarger and an AmeriCorp placement). They were responsible for the education and outreach for Clean Water. 
An organization chart was distributed for the Sustainability and Outreach Division.  Sustainability and Outreach decided to divide our education and outreach efforts and programs in two areas. The Sustainability Communities focus on businesses and institutions and the Public Involvement is more residential, neighborhood involvement.  Under the Public Involvement Section are the responsibilities for public outreach and communication, which includes the web site, public releases, and brochures.  That group in particular will provide outreach for the entire Environmental Services.  We are focusing more on the users - business and residential users. Solid Waste is still intact.
Q:  Does that mean at some point down the road, staff will get involved in multiple level packaging?  A: Yes, hopefully.
Q:  Does that open the door for some type of lobbying for change or whatever is necessary.  A:  Yes. As an Environmental Services department, there may be more effective lobbying for this and other environmental issues.  The new department creates some opportunities.   
We are in the process of working on graphics/branding, for the department.  First priority is for people in the community to know that Environmental Services exist, what the services are, and the benefits of the programs.   In Sustainability and Outreach, staff is currently working on our objectives and goals.  We will be setting up performance measures and budget development for the next two years.   
For the budget, the Department of Ecology did receive full funding from the legislature for the 2010 grants.  There are still concerns about grant funding for 2011.

Q:  Can you set up fundraising opportunities through the neighborhood associations?  Is that an option?  A:  One of our goals for the department is to work very closely with the neighborhood associations. We can see what opportunities that creates. 
VI. Other Business
The decision was made to cancel the July 1st SWAC meeting.

No new business.
VII. Comments from the Public on Non-Agenda Items

No comments received.
Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
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