Clark County

Solid Waste Advisory Commission

Regular Meeting

Thursday March 4, 2010

Clark County Auto License Office

1408 Franklin Street

Vancouver, WA

SWAC Members Present: Eldon Wogen, Mike Carnahan, Richard Baker, Jeanne Stewart, Jack McClary, Lisa Schmidt, Rebecca Wale and Dan Kaler.

SWAC Members Absent: Don Ebbeson

Staff Present: Anita Largent, Mike Davis, Gary Bickett, Rich McConaghy

Others: Scott Campbell, Mike Drumright

I. Roll Call, Approval of Minutes
The minutes for February 4, 2010 were approved as written with two abstentions, Dan Kaler and Rebecca Wale, who were not in attendance at that meeting. 

II. Updates

County Solid Waste – Anita Largent
Items included in the SWAC packets are:

· Handout of upcoming events for March including workshops, special collections and other upcoming events 

· Handout of April Earth Month Events including events sponsored by the Department of Environmental Services and other community events
· Handout on pending Washington State Legislation – Mercury Lighting Recycling – SSB 5543 – indications are that this legislation has a good chance of passing

· Recent articles in publications that may be of interest:

· Portland Tribune – Bottle Recycling Plant in St. Helen’s

· Columbian – Wetland Bank Approved at Rufener farm

· Waste Business Journal – Recology Wins Metro Contract

In addition, SWAC was updated about:

· Student Environmental Leadership Forum – this is an all-day student conference which will be held on Wednesday, March 24th, 2010 at Clark College.   Students attending the Forum will learn about a variety of environmental topics and leadership development skills by attending multiple educational sessions.  By attending SELF, it is expected that students will form project groups to work on an environmental project.  This will “tackle” an environmental issue within the community.  The goal is for students to work on the projects and report the results back to the county.  Small grants are available through Solid Waste to help the groups with their projects.  

· Recyclingest Neighborhood Training is on March 24th, 25th and 27th from 9-11 am at West Van and also on March 25th from 6-8 pm at the Water Center.  All county and city neighborhood associations have received a letter of invitation.
· The bills for service which Waste Connections will be sending out this month will have language to reflect that marketing the recyclables generates revenue which helps to offset the cost of collection.  In the past, SWAC has expressed an interest in communicating this information to the public.  When the new recycling contract was executed this was included as a requirement for WCI.

City of Vancouver – Rich McConaghy

· Saturday, April 17th, (shortly after “tax day”) will be a “shredding day” provided at West Van by Waste Connections (along with LeMay Mobile Shredding – a subsidiary that has shredding trucks).  Notice will go out to City residential customers through an insert flyer in the next garbage bill.   County residents who are Clark County Waste Connections customers (and all SWAC members) may also use the free service, though it is not being promoted to them directly.  It is expected that too wide of a promotion could bring out more people than the facility and staff will be able to accommodate.  People bringing boxes of personal documents for shredding are asked to make a small donation.  SWAC members had a fair number of questions on this.  Attached is a copy of the 2009 insert and we anticipate that for 2010 the instructions will be fairly close to this. 

· City Office move – Rich reported that the City Solid Waste staff has recently moved to a new location (Marine Park Engineering), thus ending our recent history of co-location with Clark County Solid Waste.  The opportunity to be in a shared office space was fantastic and has added to close cooperation and we will seek to maintain this.  Although City staff is going to a different location, a few miles away, this is an opportunity to “reuse” City office space that was vacated through recent changes and also enables us to save some budget because of in-sourcing. 

· The Spring Appliance program is going to be operating in April for City neighborhoods and reservations are being taken now.  The demand for this free service seems to be declining over time.  This could be due to multiple reasons including: people are making units last; more are having their “old” appliances hauled a-way by the store when new ones are delivered; and CPU has a bounty program on old inefficient refrigerators/freezers.    Coupons for yard debris and tire disposal are going out to City neighborhoods and will be accepted in April/May/June. 

County Public Health – Gary Bickett
· Rufener Landfill project is moving forward with groundwater monitoring and dioxin testing.  Reports for both are expected within a week to ten days.  The Prosecuting Attorney has not had any further discussions with the proponent’s attorney regarding financial assurance.  There are two related bankruptcies; Realvest and Sonas Capital - both show more assets than liabilities.  Bronson Potter, County PA, does have the bankruptcy records that have been filed and is continuing to work on resolving the financial assurance issue.
· There was an incident at the West Van facility on February 16th in which the Vancouver Fire Department responded.  Clark County Public Health along with the Department of Ecology investigated the incident.  Scott Campbell with Columbia Resource Company is here tonight and as this is a separate agenda topic, will provide details. 

· Burlington Environmental - AKA Phillips Service Company - is proposing to initiate an oil and latex paint reuse/recycling program at their Washougal facility.  The proposal is under review by the City of Washougal Fire Department and Planning departments.  If this proposal proceeds, this will be a permit request through Public Health which SWAC will review. 

· Health Department staff is reviewing a proposal from H & H Wood Recyclers for a revised Operations and Closure Plans.  The company plans to continue composting at the site with odor control and leachate management the primary issues of concern. 

· The City of Battle Ground is in the planning process of decommissioning their wastewater lagoon.  Part of the plan is to land apply the solids after the liquid is removed.  Fire Mountain Farms, Inc is a prospective bidder with a proposed site located near the 272nd block of NE 19th Avenue within the City Limits of Ridgefield.  There is a scheduled public meeting at the Ridgefield Community Center March 11th at 6:00 PM sponsored by Fire Mountain Farms. 

· Bryan DeDoncker with the Site Hazard Assessment Program, along with personnel from the City of Vancouver and Department of Ecology, has been conducting commercial septic system investigations.  So far, ten sites have been tested.  All of these tests resulted in the septic tank material designating as a dangerous waste.  This has generated interest in other communities in the State of Washington and Bryan will be making a presentation on the process of this joint investigative effort along with their findings and corrective actions at an upcoming agency meeting in Olympia.  This would also be a good presentation for SWAC to see.  We will schedule this presentation at a future SWAC meeting.

Department of Ecology – Mike Drumright

Ecology has recently finished updating its Solid Waste Planning Guidelines.  These are now available on the web site at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/1007005.html   Ecology has also been working on updating the Hazardous Waste Planning Guidelines.  These should be finished within the next 1-2 weeks.

III. Update on “Incident” at West Van – Mike Davis and Scott Campbell
Scott described the events that led up to the first serious fire at a Clark County Transfer Station in nearly 20 years of operation.  The fire occurred in the early morning hours on Monday, February 15th.  Late on Saturday, West Van had accepted a load of a powdery material that was characterized as limestone. The material was left on the floor on Sunday while the facility was closed.  When the fist load of MSW was unloaded on Monday, the material reacted with the MSW and began to smoke.  CRC crews attempted to extinguish the fire with water and spread the MSW out. The crews managed to contain the fire to the center of the floor, but the reaction increased in intensity.  The Vancouver Fire Department (VFD) was called in shortly thereafter.  VFD set up an incident command and began the process of identifying the material. Two hazardous materials clean up companies were also called in to assist with the situation.  The material was later identified as quick lime, a highly reactive substance that heats up quickly when exposed to water.  The VFD remained on site throughout the day to ensure the fire did not spread.  The hazardous material clean up and CRC crews worked late into the night to clean the hazardous material and the materials used to contain the run off from the water used to extinguish the fire.  It was later determined that the company the generated the material had provided the wrong material safety data sheet to the hazardous material clean up company that delivered the material to CRC.  CRC is working with Department of Ecology and the companies involved to resolve the situation.  
SWAC has questions about the incident regarding the response and responsibility now for the clean up.  Staff will keep SWAC informed about any progress regarding final disposal of the materials and how this material is handled.
IV. Upcoming Lock Closure on Columbia River – Mike Davis
Mike Davis briefed the SWAC on the Army Corps of Engineers recent announcement that the locks at five dams will be closed for repairs starting in December of 2010.  The closure is expected to last up to 14 weeks.  Both The Dalles Dam and John Day Dam will be impacted by the closure.  Since the majority of the MSW generated in Clark County is transported by barge to Boardman, Oregon, the closure of The Dalles and John Day Dams will effectively shut down this transportation option during the lock closure.   The County, City of Vancouver and CRC are in the process of evaluating the two remaining transportation options rail and truck to Boardman.  The parties are also in the process of evaluating the logistics of trucking to Wasco County Landfill.  Currently, MSW from the Washougal Transfer Station is transported by truck to the Wasco County Landfill.  
The evaluation process is in the early stages of discussion.  As more information becomes available, staff will update and SWAC on the discussions and progress that is made.  A final recommendation and decision will need to be made on the mode of transportation and the disposal site. 

V.  Ecology Grant Status & Upcoming BOCC Work Session – Anita Largent

Last month, staff reported to SWAC that the Coordinated Prevention Grant agreement has been received from Ecology.  Staff took the agreement to the Board of County Commissioners on February 9th for approval.  As a part of their review, the Board had some questions about the grant and the programs that the grant was funding.  Concern was expressed about accepting the grant and one commissioner voted no on executing the agreement.  As a result of this discussion, Solid Waste has a work session with the Board on April 7th (at 9:00 a.m. in the 6th floor Training Room) to discuss the solid waste programs.

As this is the 19th year in receiving Coordinated Prevention grants from Ecology, staff was surprised at the expressed concern.  In retrospect, staff needs to do a better job of communicating information about our programs to the Board.  The upcoming work session is a good opportunity to share what we are doing and our successes.  Staff will be preparing a presentation for the work session and would like to share this presentation with SWAC at the next meeting.  Also, if SWAC has any thoughts about important aspects to share with the Board – please send comments to Anita.  
Some important aspects for the presentation to cover are: 1) The Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) is the guiding document for the program.  This was reviewed through a very public process and adopted by all of the County’s municipalities; 2) the Solid Waste program is a regional program; 3) review of 2009 revenue & expenses; 4) performance for 2009 (annual report); 5) strategies & goals for the future and how these relate back to the SWMP; and integration of our programs in the new Department of Environmental Services.

Q:  What were the concerns expressed?  A: One concern was the requirement of a 25% local match.  Other concerns were related to the programs that the grant is funding.

C:  SWAC asked for a list of the grant funded program and the amounts.  This information will be provided.

C:  We need to include incineration or waste-to-energy facilities as a part of the strategies.  There are some facilities in the region which might be used or converted to a more “state of the art” facility, e.g. Brooks OR and Kalama WA.  A:  Staff does plan to conduct a waste-to-energy feasibility study next year.  The comment regarding the need to look regionally is a good point and should be included as part of the study.

C:  In discussing incineration, it is important to remember the environmental justice aspect of shipping our waste out-of-county.

Q:  Would staff send SWAC a reminder for the work session?  A:  Yes.  We send that that information to you.

VI. Other Business
No other business

VII. Comments from the Public on Non-Agenda items
No comments received.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:35 pm
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