Clark County

Solid Waste Advisory Commission
Regular Meeting
Thursday, February 5, 2008
Clark County Auto License Office

1408 Franklin Street

Vancouver, WA 
SWAC Members Present: Don Ebbson, Lisa Schmidt, Rebecca Wales, Jeanne Stewart, Mike Carnahan, Eldon Wogen, Jack McClary 

SWAC Members Absent: Richard Baker

Staff Present: Anita Largent, Gary Bickett, Rich McConaghy, Tanya Gray, Judy Vaughn
Others: Derek Ranta
I. Roll Call, Approval of Minutes – December 4, 2008

The minutes of December 4, 2008 were approved unanimously. 

II. Election of Officers

Mike Carnahan thanked the other SWAC members as he officially resigned as the Chair of the committee.  Mike then nominated Eldon Wogen as the new Chair; there were no other nominations.  The motion was seconded and the group unanimously appointed Eldon as the new Chair. 

Don Ebbson was nominated as the new Vice Chair; there were no other nominations.  The motion was seconded and the group unanimously appointed Don as the new Vice Chair.
III.
Updates – County Public Health, County Solid Waste, City of Vancouver 

Clark County Solid Waste – Anita Largent
· The state’s new E-Waste program started up on January 1st.  Their web-site (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/eproductrecycle/index.html)  lists 17 drop off sites in Clark County most of them are Goodwill sites in addition to American Electronics Recycling and IMS sites.  

· CREAM has attained their non-profit status, a board of directors and they have received a large donation from a private resident in Vancouver.  They have also signed a sublease with Habitat for Humanity Restore and will be located in the same building as the Restore.  They have also hired an Executive Director, Oso Martin, the founder of Free Geek.

· The medication disposal program has a new drop off location for controlled substances at the Vancouver Police East Precinct at S.E. 155th Avenue (corner of 155th and Mill Plain).  Program year end figures show a 31% increase in the amount of material collected and almost 63% increase in the number of participants.  There is a house bill in the state legislature (HB1165) called the Secure Medicine Return Bill and will require pharmacies to be more accountable for these unused medications.  A letter in support of this bill from the BOCC is included in the packets. 

Q. What happens to those drugs collected?  A.  They are incinerated.

· Parkrose Hardware on 1st street is the new location for the Paint Take Back Program.  

· We participated today at the Clark College Green Fair with a booth.

· A milestone was reached last week with the school food waste program Save Organic Scraps; two million pounds of food waste have been collected. 

· The Washougal Transfer Station opened on Monday to the Municipalities.  They are scheduled to open to the public on February 18th and will be open two days a week for the public.
· Two of the new recycling collection trucks have arrived and the carts have been purchased for the Recycling Collection Program.   We are now working with Waste Connections on getting the implementation plan and schedule for roll-out.  Delivery of carts to households will start on April 6th.  Derek Ranta was then introduced as the Assistant District Manager of Waste Connections 

Q. Is the implementation plan still being worked on by Waste Connections and the County?  A.  Yes.
Q. Is that something that will be available to the SWAC Commission before implementation?  A.  Yes.  The plan will be available within the next few weeks.

Q. Will the implementation plan include how communication with the customers will be addressed?  A.  Yes, we are handling promotion, communication and how information will be distributed regarding rollout as well as looking at how to share this information to only the customers that are affected.

Q. Is the City is still not participating at this time?  A.  Correct, the city is still in the decision making process.

· The Solid Waste Management Plan has now been adopted by the Cities of Vancouver, Camas, Washougal, Ridgefield and La Center.  On the 17th of February, Battle Ground will adopt the plan and Yacolt will attempt to get it on their agenda.

· There is an applicant, Dan Kaler, for the vacant SWAC position.  He is employed by Clark County as the GIS Coordinator.  He is expected to be on the Commission next month.

Q. Is the glass collected as mixed color?  A.  At this point all glass is collected mixed due to the mixed market.  Technology is available with optical sorters but this equipment is expensive and there is debate about how efficient and effective they are.  There was a promising glass market with the Cameron Family Glass Packaging, LLC in Kalama, Washington.  They were going to provide the optical sorting service but have put those plans on hold due to the economy.

City of Vancouver – Rich McConaghy

· Sign up for the appliance pick-up program begins February 17th with pick-ups beginning in April.  On-line registration is now available.  They anticipate picking up 40 appliances a day.  Clark PUD also has a program to remove your old appliance if you buy a new one.  
Q. Are electronic appliances excluded?  A.  Yes.

· February 9th there will be a workshop with the City Council on the Final Sustainability Plan for the COV.  The Green Ribbon Panel (consisting of citizens) and city staff will present sustainability goals to the city council at 4:00 pm on the 9th.
Clark County Public Health – Gary Bickett

· The number of complaints about illegal dumping has decreased to 10 in the month of January 2009 compared to 19 in 2008.

· A new Urban Livestock Task Force has developed under the direction of the BOCC to address horse manure.  There are around 30,000 horses in Clark County but this task force will only address livestock issues within the urban growth area.  This group meets twice a month and their interest is with the code.

· The other committee about to be formed will address home composting and developing guidelines.  The code interpretation at this time has a lot of gray area.  Public Health will establish this committee.  Mediation will be encouraged to residences.

· We are talking with Attorneys this week on Circle C Landfill.  It has been closed for 18 years.  There is still a small amount of gas and butane produced there.

· There is a concern about all of the peanut waste products in the system as a result of the recalls.

IV. Update – Rufener Landfill Project – Gary Bickett

The Rufener Landfill Project and the hearings examiners recommendation stemming from the hearing on January 20th for the application for the shorelines issues are as follows:  

John Wagner is lead on the permit for the city.  The appeals process continues until February 11th then they submit the Staff Report, exhibits, recommendations, revisions and the hearings examiners report to DOE on the 12th.  DOE then has 30 days to make a decision.  When the decision is issued a 21 day period begins and if no appeals and the DOE approves, then the city can issue the grading permit.  Public Health will address the application we receive for the permit referral to the shorelines permit.  The Board of Health will make those decisions.  DOE does have the prerogative to add conditions to the permit.

Q. The City of Vancouver Development Review Services recommended for approval of the Wetland Banking at the Portside Lagoon and Landfill/Rufiner Landfill.  Where did they get their support?  A.  Boise has analytical data from 2000 and Portside Lagoon did a $29,000 dioxin study.  The levels of dioxin do not trigger clean up for this location nor is it a determinate factor.   

Q. What is protecting the Aquifer?  A.  That is a technical question that I can not answer. They are out of compliance because they have no active (paid) permit, they have not done any monitoring, they have no access and they have not filed their closure plan to name just a few reasons.
The city is altering title 20 which is our land use code, proposing a change whereby in industrial areas fee based yard debris drop off sites will be located.  The details have not been decided yet.
V. Snow Event Debrief – Rich McConaghy & Anita Largent

The current process is that Waste Connections commercial trucks are out at 3:00 a.m. and are assessing conditions for residential routes.  Once a decision is made, we attempt to contact the public using news flashes, press releases, news websites and some customers were called about the cancellations.
With the December snow event, Issues began with the rural areas in the higher elevations.  Cancellations for certain customers occurred and there was some uncertainty as to when and how those cancelled days would be made up.  Waste Connections makes an assessment of the conditions and makes a recommendation to the City and County as to whether or not to run the routes.  Waste Connections does have the liability if there are accidents so the County cannot make operational decisions for them; we can encourage good decisions.  Another factor is that Public Works does not plow smaller residential roads.   

For this particular event, this was significant as there were several inches of snow on the roads which eventually because rutted and were dangerous.

A debrief took place on January 15th.  Members included: Jim Gladson, Clark County PIO: Pete Capell, Clark County Director of Public Works; Tami Kihs, Vancouver Emergency Manager; Rich McConaghy and Tanya Gray, City of Vancouver Solid Waste; Loretta Callahan, City of Vancouver PIO; Anita Largent and Mike Davis, Clark County Solid Waste; Jason Hudson, Waste Connections District Manager; Derek Ranta, Waste Connections Assistance District Manager; Nina Kolafa, Waste Connections Customer Service Supervisor; and Brian Treptow, Waste Connections Operations Supervisor.  One problem identified was the websites, in particular those of the County and City, neither were easily updated.  The holidays compounded the problems.
The plan is to have Waste Connections web site as the primary source of information with the County and City web sites linking to that page.  Updates to the Waste Connections web site should happen much easier.  We are also looking at notification software where anyone can receive an e-mail notification whenever there are updates.  Sign up for these notifications would be through the web sites.  Another item discussed was establishing an e-mail group for the key commercial customers (such as hospitals) that might have a higher priority.  Roles and responsibilities also need to be more clearly defined.  The possibility of servicing partial routes was discussed.  Another idea was communicating with other cities that have experience with large amounts of snow. 

Q.    Did Waste Connections find areas that need improvement?  A.  Our biggest success is that we made it through a major weather event without any major injuries or accidents.  Communications ideas such as a mass phone call system were discussed and the website will be looked at. 

VI. 2009 County Solid Waste Budget

· A handout of a summary of the 2009 budget was given to the group.  

The County adopted a two year budget.  As there are some uncertainties this year including State grant funding and recycling revenue, internally we are looking at one year at a time.  The budget is scaled back for 2009.  The 2008 figures do reflect the purchase of the carts that cost $2.9 million.  More detailed information is available if requested.  The Off Set Cycle Grants are listed separately on the graph.

Q. Could you explain the Off Set Cycle Grants?  A.  We receive the Coordinated Prevention grants regularly from the state and their cycle is 2010-2011.  On off years they offer grants for more projects.
Q. Could you discuss some of the Community Education programs?  A.  They include Environmental Education Program, Naturally Beautiful Backyards and the Master Composters program.  We also have booths at the Fair, the Watershed festival and the Recycle Arts Festival.  In addition the recycling directory and other publications are produced.

Q. How can we incorporate more of the Sustainability concept in our education work?  A.  The county has recently hired a Sustainability Coordinator so this is a growing program.  Our new coordinator will be involved in our projects and events.  

VII. Comments from the Public on non-agenda items:  None

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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