Common Horsetail

Equisetum arvense L.

Quick ID:

€ Jointed stems with a rhizome that is black and felt-like
€ Reproduces by spores, pale green to yellow and very small
€ Young plants are called sporlings.

Habitat:

€ Spores only germinate in damp soil.
€ Roots may extend to 2 m in depth
€ Plant is highly variable in appearance, depending upon habitat and climate.

How It Got Here:
€ A perennial native to North America
Reasons for Concern:
€ Very aggressive weed, capable of reducing a crop yield by 50%
€ PoisoNous, especially to young horses
€ Ingestion of this plant causes a vitamin B deficiency in animals feeding on it.
€ Hay containing horsetails can be MORe ToxIc than plants found in pastures.

Weed Facts were researched using: Weeds of the Northern U.S. and Canada
Authors France Royer and Richard Dickinson Published by: Lone Pine Publishing and The University of Alberta Press

Created October 13, 2005 Z:\weed\documents\efficacy\Horsetail\horsetail cover.doc



